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THE €ATH0OC UfcYMAK. 



THE FATHERS ANU THE GKAMliKA I'ISKUtt. 

Mr. CEditor, — ^The tnttiriKht wfrmet br ilr«raii(ioir,' 
lost as we i^t in, Amlj s<i;s to th«ft«il(ler, '* Ouir't he- 
bothering me any more ahoat irailition ; for eren if wc 
NgM« It ■peourctr we'd ^4M^wiMidf ■* ymi,tit wbM Imtb 
«ar Bibles." *' That's one way nf tryint; bi get ont of a 
-'ttilteiihT,'*n7« the-HeMier. ** Buttmnt^ntina.fararsa- 
tfeni'a sAke, thnt jtM wererM' tiT Ira'fittim, you wouMn^t- 
ho any better ofif.'' " Wa wiirid,'' aays An^ly : " for yoa 
i«lMiIii>i't then be bail^ltaTUij; <u ahont' nut hein;; aLle to 
<yi»ilaee oar rale vf Ctitli : all we'd havt.- luilo wuhJ he to 
pull out the D»uay, am) sav " ' There'soor rule.*" "Weil,'' 
•ay* the Iteft'ler, "■ 'iwniilil look better. 1 all'iw ; for a man 
looks very fooli'di wh«a he'll askeil iur h>» rule^ aiul ha« to 
•llow that he ba<n't got ii ; but, Miil, youM bo no better off, 
fur though you'd have a Bible jroucmililii't ii-e it." "How's 
that ?" siiya Andy. " B.ciiiiir," 8.iy» the RomiW, ** your 
CInirrh tells you thiit jtoM-Ve Hotto wuirmlojui arimtrrpret 
STi/tture except aceording lo tie unanimous c>iaeMt of the 
■•'A^/lrr»,, Thus you nee tliitytiu ai«y liaTe a liiblo hi your 
oand, hut il'x of no u-se to yon, unless' you' I'e got the 
"tliuniimouH consent, too." ** WeJl,"* said oiraet' ihwhoyj, 
" wliai'ato hinder us geuing ii? antlt^eti wei're-nll' right." 
•*There'.< just ibis to hinder you,' says the Header ; "its 
m thirl:: ihit's not lo he found." "Whit is it at "all 7^ 
■ays Jfrry ; " ftir I see plainly that it's a very neeillul 
tliinu' to have; for the Bible is no use to us nitln ut ii,' 
*' Well, ' sHjs the Itdiider, " it's the writing* of men 
that liveil near the times of the Ap>nl<-s, and ihry 
must nil be agreed about a point ur theie's no unani- 
mous Consent." *' And what does OHr Churuh'Siiy is 
the use ol it?" siys Jerry. ''To explain the mean- 
ing <d' ilie Apostles' writings,'' says theiUaailfr. ''And 
Wouldn't their own words explain their weaning Iwtier 
than any other men's words?" says Jerry. '• We Pn»- 
testiints thrnit so," sais the Reader ; " Imt y<«ir Church 
thinks differently.'' "Well, iben," says Jerry, -'theonh- 
thiiig for us is to (ret dwtr books; f r it's quite p\:vn that 
according to our creeil the Bible is no use to us without 
them." "But,"' says the Ketder, "^11 you're worth 
Tvoukl hardly l>uy ihein." " Well,' Ktj^^^. *• 'iwouid 
be worth n ir while to club together nnw^t them ; for 
with'>ut God's Word our pour souls have no tjliance, and 
our Church says that we're not to have ilie one without the 
other." " ilut." says the Reader, "even if you had those 
books you'll be as fur as ever from what you want." 
''How's that?' says Jerry; "sure if we hud them we'd 
have I he writings of the fathers." " You wouhl, * says the 
Keailcr ; " but 'lisn't th>? writing)) of tlie fathers yonr 
Church requires, but their unanimous consent. " " But," 
says Jerry, " if we had their writings, sure we'd have 
their unanimous consent." " Indeed, you wouldn't," says 
the R<-iider ; '■ for, in!-tead of being agreed alioui the mean- 
ing of Scripture, thoy differ with each other on almost 
every subject. They dispute, for insutnce, about the 
i»ieiiriingi)fttife'ti*3£l 'ThdU art 'Pete'i', aiid upon this rock 
I «ill liuild my Chnrch."ii " Sai«,* says Andy, "iliey 
mit-^t all <<gree that the Church was built on St. Peier." 
" Iiidceil they don't," says the Header. " Su Jerome and 
ball a dozen others are of that opinion ; but 8t. Augustine 
and half a dozen more say that 'twas built on all 
the Apostles- Th^-n St. Chrysnslom and n dozen 
fathers at his back hold that 'twas built on the luiih that 
I'eter confessed ; whitePopePins II. and Thouias Aquinas 
and n srore of others declare that the Church was built on 
Christ Himself."' " Now," guys the Reader, " there's a 
little touch of the unanimous consent, and it's just the 
same on every other doctrine. Tou read one father and he 
makes all plain to you, but then-youopen another and he 
tells you that the other fellow was all wrung, and that no 
one's right hut hrmsclf, and then you open a third, and 
. perh!)|>s he doesn't touch onthe point at all." " I declare," 
•ays Jerry, " it reminds me of what happened long agr" 
in the time of Fin-ma-cool : some ould kmg got sick and 
uneasy in himself, but for the life of him ho couldn't tell 
what It w,is that ailed him. At last a great doctor came 
to him that lived in thera parts, and be saw tli.it 'twas 
idlenes.s ailed the poor ould ginileman, and that he was 
fairly blue-moulded fur want of something to <lo ; so he 
says to him, there's only one cure lor you in nil the pro- 
sciipiions of the healing art. ' Set otf to-morrow,' says 
he, ' and never stop until you find a happy man, and 
when you find him strip olT his shirt and put it on you 
warm, and may I never handle another guinea but you'll 
be cured that very minute.' So the king set olT on bis 
travels to look for a hnppy man ; he first searched his own 
country, but the never a one could he find there, for the 
ould negur had put down the siills, and put up the gaugers, 
and iliere wasn't a drop of the thing you know to be goi for 
love or money. He then went to America, hut the females 
were putting onthe breeches there, and talking about the 
rights of women ; so, of course, ie couldn't find a happy 
man. He then went to England, but he foand them all 
grumbling aboat the taxes and the weather ; and no mat- 
ter how close be looked, the nerer a one of him conid find 
a happy man. At last he came le poor ould Ireland 
('twas in tbe good times, long ago, when there was no 
police nor baiUJaBi, nor sach like eatUe ; Amt St. fatriek had 
banished them along with the other varmin), aii4 the king 
jnet a poor, ragged looking feUow going the road, and 
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ittyn he. 'Paililv'(:ind wa'<n't it cute of him to know that 
hi» nane was 'Paddy )—^fitddy,' says lia,^have I anjt 
chance of (hiding a happy man about fcireT' 'Every 
ehi»tioeli»iite,'s«)»he. 'androu won't have f<ir to go either, 
fcr here's myself as happy a fellow as you'll finil on Irish 
gtsund.' " i» it ha^y,' Mtys the kin^ •■ when yoa haven't 
a coat on yonr barlE.' ' Never ntad tbii(,"«sys he; ' tmn 
the weather is hot, aiMI Jfm fsteasant siidF ro il, amj» Bryait 
O'Lymt.' ' Bat,' say* iiK> ki'-R, ' you ha\-en't even a strael 
to your fijot.' 'Sure^' sajrs Baildy, 'ihui nakes me th« 
ligliter fur the road,. aiMl there's no fear of me geuine 
corns.' ' But,' saya the kiii{>. ■ don't the taxes vex you 7' 
'The nevera Wi,' says be ; * iur l'vu>ao hing m tax.' Sa 
the king vn» in great del ght that at iuag last he had 
fouuil a happy mail, and he if use the wink to his men to 
lay holdot poor Paddy. ' Now ' says tbj kin;, ' strip off 
his shirt Had haiMl- it here.' 8o, my dtiar^ihey laade at 
hito like- tigers u> get ihr shirt, but they wens fsirlv sold ; 
, for th» never a Irituf . shin lual bami bwn at *U." " Well," 
says the Keailcr^ >-'twas a gn-at sell, 1 allow; bat But! 
greater than snidiag a nan to haint-for the unanimous 
consenlof the fK'hers. One foher oius up another father, 
aiulatfainl takes a slap at him, aud aiiotlMr iliat liMiks 
VC17 like the thing doesu't tnnrh on rbe sullen at all ; s > 
that erm if you h«J their wntmgs you'd be as far as ever 
from thetr itnaiiiinous <wnscui." *• Why, then," si\y» 
Jerry, " what's the us? of our Church telling us to look 
lor a thing that can't lie found ; it's like saying to us. when 
tliosky fals youll catch larks'" "True fi)r you,'' savs 
the Reader, "ami I'm thinking you'll be a long liiiiu 
without a lark if you wait till the sky falls to cateh one ; 
and youll he j<isi as lung withuiu reading your Bibla if 
yon wait till you get the unanimous consent of the fathers." 
"If that's the way," says Jerry, "I'll leave the fathers to 
them that likes ihrin, and I'll stick to the griimlfatliers. ' 
'• ■Jfou'lt show your sense, ' says the Reader ; " and you'll 
finit that Matthew, Mark, (.ukc, aud John will tell you. 
.their own meaniou bedcr ihan any other men can tell it 
to you." " Well," Sitys Andy, " I've another answer for 
you. We neeilii", b -tlier ourselves with the fathers at all ; 
for Keenan tells 11- time the Chnreh wdl interpret tlie 
Scriptures I'or us,* an! Dr. Milner says the same."* 
" Very good," snys the Reader ; " but now tell us what's 
the Church ; for you ninst know that btfore you can ask 
her any questions." '-There's no ditticultv a'bout tlt;it." 
says Andy; "for Keenan tells us that a Church consists 
of pistors and people ;' or. as the Catechism of tlie Council 
of Trent snys. 'iIhj faithful (that mcins gmid Itom^ins. 
you know) dispersed ihrou^hoiit the wot Id;'' and Or. 
Uoyle says the SiOiie.' h " Well." says the Reader, " it's 
a hard thing that when you want the meaning of a 
verse you iiiUHt go to all the liiithful throughout the 
world to get their opinion." *• You're wrong altogether," 
says Andy; " we haven't to ilonny such thing; lor Iveenan 
explains to us that it's the teac/inj^ boili/ ot the Church, 
composed of the Poge ami bisho|>s, thats to in erprct the 
Scripture.'* " According to that,", says the Kpade.r, 
"it isn't the Church that's the idbTprcicr, but the clergy.'' 
'• Sure they re the Church," snys Mick. " No," snvs 
Andy, "they'M only apart of the Chuich." '• "I'lten," 
says the Reader, " you must ailniit that Dr. Milner 
is wrong when be s^ys that the Ci.urcli is to in- 
terpret Scripture; fir you see clearly that it's on'y 
a part of the Church that's to do it." •• Well," 
.says Andy, •* I allow that 'twould bo plnincr to 
put it in that way; for, as Keenan .says, it's only 'God's 
appointed organs '^ that's to e.\pl.iin it." •• Why, then," 
says Mick, " them s the organs that's soon put out ol tune 
if you ask thera to explain a text of Scripture.'' ''That 
strikes off some of the numDcr," says the Reader; '* but, 
sti'l, isn't it a hard thing that you've to go to the Pope and' 
bishops if you want the meaning of a verse?" " You 
mistake entirely," says Andy. " Dr. Milner exolains to 
us that we needn't bother ourselves about Church or 
Fathers, or Bishops or Pojies, but just go to our priest, 
and he'll tell us all wo want to know."' " Then, in point 
of fact," says the Reader, " the priest is your ru e of 
faith ?" " He is," says Andy, " and I'm not ashamed to 
confess it ; for Keenan tells us that ' the teaching body is 
to (he tanght an infallible rule of faith,'' and the only one 
of the teaching body we can get at is Father John." 
"^Well," soys the Reader, " I've driven you to it at last. 
I've been a long time waituK; for it ; but I knew 
that you'd have to come to it in the end. You've 
nothing else to trust to for your religion but the 
priest. Your Church, and your rule of faith, and your 
infallihiliry, all dwindle down by degrees until they 
settle in the parish priest : you have his word lor your re- 
ligion, and nothing more. You first told us tliai you hail a 
spleridid rule of faith (far superior to the I'rotestant rule), 
confining of the Bible and tradition, but when you were 
asked to produce the traditions the never a one of them 
could you find. Then you told us what a fine thing it was 
to have the Bible interpreted by the unanimous consent of 
the fathers ; bat, somehow or other, their consent wasn't 
to be had. Then you told ns that 'twas a great thing 
to have an infallible Church to explain the Bible : but when 
we asked yon how 'twas possible to get at the Church, you 
told ga that the Popeand bishops would do, ami when wc 
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' End of Coutroversy, Letter xii. 1 Clup. H, see. 8. 



lakeiywk bum we were 10 getvn the Pope amt bnhotw. voa 
tohl us, out of Dr. Milner. that the prim would do ; so dial 
. all yotthave to show for Bible, and fathers, andtniMtal. 
,and rule of faith, and Church, and lalUliM kr. ixaoor 
old FatbarJ-iba." •• 1 dedar,,- say. Jeny, " iVrealWl 
,m»ef atrtek th»-y pUyed me on the flrst of April rlMy 
«««. «i«ti» the .hotel with a written paper to ;:i»«»lo ^ 
^cer «rf the horse marines, that they sai.l was just earn* 
fr»m ItidlatjwdoB ihe.p»,H.rwa, written (hur I ^w^ 
'fcnmr the^ iMI after) send the fkwl farther So the nta^ 
at the hotel directed me to another hoase, ami tkaoeak 
there s^Dt me to a thwl, and so on uni ill ««» (iiirlv3m 
off my legs, and nut a bit «f the ofieer did 1 ti«ria»» 
all. S<^ in like maiwer, when we warn the meauinir^ 
verse of bcnpiure we're not allowed to ♦xaiuit.e ,7 our- 
selves but were sent first to ihe Charoli and A^ 
» di,fi.th«j,. «,d ftcn tn the e.^ aail then to^ 
bishops, and in th ■ end 10 Father John. Snre'twoulJ ha 
;just a* w*ll to tell iis in (be beginning that th print 
was our Chiireh and rule of faith a, to Iw .p|J,w 
us li ke fo<jla from one to tbe other.'" " Tr»e for ynn."^ sm 
Mick, 'and even if we got it in tbe end, 'twouibi't hTio 
much rnaiter. But sure we all know that-we've iatt aa 
tnuch chance of gettwg iha interppewtion «f » twfroi 
the priest as Jerry ha.1 uf ttmlii^ the horse marine. Sura 
ti s jumper, and sooper. and bemiic we're caUed' if we a* 
theineaniiisrofaverse ofScripiure. Pil tell you ubat." 
says he, " u » ^nd the f.ad far. her they're plajin j with ^ 
and lis real lools we are that we dout examine tlie Bihk 
i;.r ourselves " •' Yon -ee. at all events." says the Iteador" 
• that after our long discussion alwut the rule oi' taith vou 
have to admit that the priest is the only rale you can ora. 
duce. The t.aditions can't be owe at, ami the uiiaitimotii 
oon-^it can I lie come at, and the Church Can t la.coiiie«l, 
im.1 Uie 1 ope can't iKi com-, at. and the bishops can't bo 
come at, an<l ihe Uibteoinrt be inteppreiwl without tliemt 
w. Che only thing you h«ve to show for them all is poor 
old lather Job i.' '■ The dear knows, then,- savs .MicL 
" hes 110 great show ; but tell u»," says he, " what Iim« 
jTou 10 show ? ' •• The same that I showed you the fir.i ibir* 
>ayshe;"thein..pired Word of God-^ilmt's „iy rule if 
lauh, an.1 y..urowu Uilde admiea that it em instruct unto 
salvation - Our hands areii'i iie.1 by having ,0 go look 
for something that can't be found befoie we re.d our 
Kibles. Wo Protestants haven't to go burning after 
(Sithers. but we go straight lo tbe grandfathers; thus »-c're 
not depending upon man's word (us you are, when you're 
iriistiiig entirely to Father John), liut we've the Wird of 
God, 10 be ' a lump to our leet aud a light to our paths.'* 
Our Church, iiLstead of telling us not to examine our 
Bibles, says to us, seariili them, and read them; the 
more yim cx.imiiie them, the bitter pleased we'll bo for 
we re teaching you nothing but the truth, so were not 
atraid to let you prove our w. rds." "That's fair play, 
any how, siys Jerry. "There's no detiving ii." aayi 
.Mick. "Now, then, boys,' says the Header, -you'va 
seen my rule.of faith, ar.dyou kiurw what Uiml it u- but 
during this long discussion, have you ever sten your own 

ft* .. \J M^ """*'■ " *'»'>' ''''* *« «e' "f " «' "li." sayt 
they. Well, now," s.,ys he, '• I'.l leave it to yourselves, 
as reasonable men, which of the two rules is the best?* 
•' Us plain to me," says Jerry. " that the rule tli it can 
bet .uiid, and that can be u^ed, is baiter tliiia the rule 
that can t be lounj, and that can't be mil Ie use of, and 
. .nu*.*""® always hearing about, but never seeing." 
■ mats luy own noiimi ol it, too," says Mick, "and I'm 
Ueterinined, with tlie help of Gid. to read the Bible for 
myself.' " Out, after all," says Andv, "even i( I gave 
up about the rule of faith, it w-onldn't prove out 
rel gion to be wrong ; 'twouhm't prove that purgatory, 
or trarisubstantiation. or praying to the Virgin were 
wrong.;' " TliHt s quite true," says the Reader. " The 
discussion about the rule of faith is only preparing the 
way for discussing those other points." " Well then," 
says Andy, " I'll tell you what I'll do with you-let us 
discuss some of the doctrines on their own merits, using 
the Bible as our rule. I won't bring tradition against 
you ("little thanks to him for that," says .Jerry, 
•• when he couldn't find ii, '), " nor will I bring the 
fathers against you, (" smnll praise to him," says 
Mick "when he cimdnt get them"), n r will I be 
down on you with the Church, or the I'ope, or 
the Bishops ("sure I ought to bo obliged 10 you." says 
the Reader) ; " but I'll be at you with the Douiiy Bible." 
" I agree to that,'' .»a.vs ilie R.ader, " with all my licart. 
Let us examine the different doctrines by God's Word, 
and if you find that they agree with thit Word, ilien hold 
them last whle you've breath in your bodies ; but if you 
find them opposed to the Biiile, then give them up, in the 
name of God. And remember," says the Reader. " that 
we don't ask you to believe anything on our words. We 
. nly say, examine and prove the thing, and, if vou find, 
us light, believe us; bui if you find us wrong, don't credit 
as." "That's fair," says Jerry. "Nothing could b« 
fairer.'' " But. alwve all, boys," says the Reader. " 1^ 
us pray to God for His Holy Spirit while reading the 
Bible. The subjects are the most important that couM 
occupy our minds, for they concern the salvation or de- 
struction of our immortal souls. Let us. then, pray ear- 
nestly to God to bless His holy Word to us, and to open 
our hearts to receive the Scriptures ;" and, with that, he 
bid us good nighu— Your humble servant to command, 
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